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effectively  resisted  by  various  social  groups  and  institutions,  the  typical  
state  of  the  period,  best  exemplified  by  the  rule  of  Louis  XIV  in  France,  
asserted  claims  to  absolute  authority  within  its  borders.  A  few  states,  
most  notably  England  and  the  Dutch  Republic,  gradually  developed  
governments  in  which  the  authority  of  the  executive  was  restricted  by  
legislative  bodie
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