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This course meets 
graduation requirements: 
 
(   )  English 
(   ) Fine Arts 
(  ) Foreign Language 
(   ) Health & Safety 
(   ) Math 
(   ) Physical Education 
(   ) Science 
( X ) Social Science 
(   )     Elective 
 
This course meets a-g 
requirements: 
(__X__) “a” – Social 
Studies 
(_____) “b” – ELA 
(_____) “c” – Math 
(_____) “d” – Lab Science 
(____) “e” – Language 
(not English) 
(_____) “f” – Vis/Perf Arts 
(_____) “g” – College prep 
elective 

 
Department/Cluster Approval Date 
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________________     ___________ 
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________________     ___________ 
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Is this course an adaptation from another 
source? 
(__X_) No 
(_____) Yes 
If yes, please indicate the source of the 
original course: 
________________________________ 
 
________________________________ 

 
*Instructional materials appropriate for English Language Learners are required. 
 
**For AP/Honors course attach a page describing how this course is above and beyond a regular course.  Also, 
explain why this course is the equivalent of a college level class. 
 
***For CTE, attach the CTE course outline created in the online template (http://ctecourse.scoe.net/). 
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affect ecology and 
biodiversity. 

● Human movement of plants, 
animals, and pathogens alter 
physical landscapes and 
biodiversity and influence 
economic activities. 

Comparison of World 
Regions 

Compare the physical, cultural, and political 
characteristics of key world regions. 

● Maps and geographic 
information systems can be 
used to compare and 
delineate multiple regions 
using physical 
characteristics of regions 
such as climate, topography, 
and resources. 

● Maps and GIS aid the 
construction of regions by 
documenting patterns of 
spatial organization. 

● Cultural characteristics such 
as language, religion, 
gender, and ethnicity further 
define regions beyond their 
physical characteristics.  

● Economic activities and 
political characteristics such 
as organization of states and 
territories, structures of 
government, and rules for 
political participation shape 
the definition of regions. 

 
 
Sample Assignment:  AP Maps Assignments, Categorizing Information Assignment, SPICE 
Culminating Project: 
Unit quizzes: � Each unit includes two short, online quizzes featuring multiple choice questions modeled closely 
after the types of questions students encounter on SAT and AP exams. Based on the Pre-AP World History and 
Geography course framework, digital unit quizzes ask students to read and interpret a range of brief primary and 
secondary sources and to respond to a targeted set of questions that measure both disciplinary skills (such as 
analyzing sources) and key concepts from the unit. All objective quizzes are machine-scored, with results 
provided through automatic score reports that contain explanations of all questions and answers and actionable 
feedback.  
 
Performance tasks:� Each unit includes one performance-based assessment. The performance tasks are 
source-analysis tasks and evidence-based questions that are modeled after AP document-based questions but with 
deliberate adaptations and scaffolds. The performance tasks are intended for ninth graders with a wide range of 
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Causes and Effects of Neolithic 
Revolution 

Explain the causes and effects of 
the Neolithic Revolution. 

● Causes of the Neolithic 
Revolution� In response to 
environmental







 
Unit quizzes: � Each unit includes two short, online quizzes featuring mul



 

Dynasty� The Han 
establishe







 



 

empires. 

 
 
Sample Assignment: SPICE Charts, Christianity DBQ, Comparing Long Essay Question 
Culminating Project: 
Unit quizzes: � Each unit includes two short, online quizzes featuring multiple choice questions modeled closely 
after the types of questions students encounter on SAT and AP exams. Based on the Pre-AP World History and 
Geography course framework, digital unit quizzes ask students to read and interpret a range of brief primary and 
secondary sources and to respond to a targeted set of questions that measure both disciplinary skills (such as 
analyzing sources) and key concepts from the unit. All objective quizzes are machine-scored, with results 
provided through automatic score reports that contain explanations of all questions and answers and actionable 
feedback.  
 
Performance tasks:� Each unit includes one performance-based assessment. The performance tasks are 
source-analysis tasks and evidence-based questions that are modeled after AP document-based questions but with 
deliberate adaptations and scaffolds. The performance tasks are intended for ninth graders with a wide range of 
readiness levels. Significant attention is placed on ensuring that the tasks are accessible and appropriate while still 
providing sufficient challenge and opportunity to practice the important synthesis skills that will be required in AP 
courses and in other high school, college, and civic settings.  
 
Each performance task consists of two parts, with separate scoring guidelines for evaluating each part. These two 
components are:  

● Part A: Source Analysis: Students examine a set of sources and complete three analysis tasks that 
represent the building blocks for drafting a full evidence-based essay. For the first two units in the course 
(geography unit and the first historical period), students should only be assessed on Part A. Part A is 
designed for a 45-minute class period.  

● Part B: Evidence-Based Essay: Students construct a full evidence-based essay using the sources they 
examined in Part A. During units three and four (the remaining two historical periods), students should be 
assessed on Part A as well as Part B. Performance tasks include clear scoring guidelines for teachers to 
provide feedback on student source analysis and writing. Part B is also designed for a 45-minute class 
period and assumes that students have completed Part A. 

 
 
 

Unit Title: The Postclassical Period, c. 600 to c. 14
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● The Crusades� Starting in 
the 11th century, popes 
endorsed multiple military 
campaigns to reclaim the 
Holy Land and expand 
Catholic influence on the 
peripheries of Europe, 
which destabilized the 
Byzantine Empire, 
intensified Mediterranean 
trade, and  



 

his descendants, the 
Mongols of Central Asia 
conquered large swaths of 
Eurasia, creating a large 
nomadic empire that 
stretched from East Asia to 
West Asia and eastern 
Europe. 

● Expansion of the Mongol 
Empire and the 
establishment of the Yuan 
Dynasty� Kublai Khan 
expanded the Mongol 
presence in Asia, conquered 
the Song Dynasty and 
established the Yuan 
Dynasty in China, where 
they ruled through 
traditional Chinese 
institutions, but accepted 
Muslims, Christians, and 
Buddhists. 

● Biological consequences of 
Silk Road exchange� Silk 
Road trade, which the 
Mongols had revived, was 
instrumental in spreading 
the bubonic plague and 
contributing to dramatic 
demographic and social 
changes in western Europe.  

Trans-Saharan Trade and the 
Spread of Islam in Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

Trace the development and impact 
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and cultural structures of the Maya, 
Inca, and Aztec states. 

of the Maya, Inca, and 
Aztec states� Political 
structures in the Classical 
and postclassical Americas 
vari@







 
 
8. Supplemental Materials of Instruction (Note: Materials of instruction for English Language Learners 
are required and should be listed below) 
 

Type of material 
(book, manur
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